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Press Release

FUEN TAG attended the Autumn Session of the General Assembly of the Conference of
International Non-Governmental Organisations (CINGO)

The Working Group of Turkic Minorities/Communities in the Federal Union of European
Nationalities (FUEN) (TAG) participated in the Autumn Session of the General Assembly of the
Conference of International NGOs (CINGO) in the Council of Europe. Deniz Servantie and Melek
Kirmact from the TAG Secretariat participated online in the Autumn Session of the General Assembly,
which was held in a hybrid format from 13 to 16 October 2025.

TAG brought the issues of the Meskhetian Turks in Georgia and the Western Thrace Turks in
Greece to the agenda

During the four-day general assembly, CINGO President Gerhard Ermischer and President of the
CINGO-affiliated Expert Council on NGO Law Jeremy McBride, stated that they had conducted
studies examining the registration of NGOs and the difficulties faced by NGOs belonging to national
minorities.

The session, which addressed threats, pressure and intimidation against civil society and practices that
restrict the scope of civil society organisations in Council of Europe Member States, also discussed
Georgia and Greece.

Within the framework of the difficulties experienced in the registration of NGOs in Georgia, the
World Union of Ahiska Turks (DATUB), a member of CINGO, raised the issue of the return of the
Meskhetian Turks, who were forcibly deported by the Soviet regime, to their homeland. Melek Kirmact
from the TAG Secretariat indicated that FUEN played an effective role in adding the return of the
Meskhetian Turks as a condition for Georgia’s accession to the Council of Europe. Noting that the
2007 law failed to ensure their return, TAG said that, in order to draw attention to this issue, the
International Meskhetian Turks Association “VATAN”, a member of FUEN, organised an event in
Brussels on the occasion of Georgia’s candidacy for EU membership and drew the EU’s attention to
the issue of the return of the Meskhetian Turks.

Regarding Greece, CINGO President Ermischer criticised the non-execution of ECtHR judgments in
the Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases concerning the issue of the non-registration of associations
belonging to the Turkish community in Western Thrace in Greece. Ermischer explained that CINGO
would realise an official visit to Greece and would meet with government and civil society
representatives regarding the registration of NGOs.

Regarding Greece, Melek Kirmact from the TAG Secretariat explained that while the ECtHR
judgments in the Bekir-Ousta and Others group of cases were not being executed, in June 2025, the
European Court of Human Rights ruled regarding the Cultural Association of Turkish Women of the
Prefecture of Xanthi which was not registered because of the word “Turkish” in its name. In the Sagir
and Others case, the ECtHR ruled that Greece had violated the freedom of association under the
European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).



TAG noted that Greece had no intention of executing the ECtHR judgments in the Bekir-Ousta group
of cases and aimed to prolong the process as much as possible. TAG said that CINGO’s visit to
Greece prior to the review in December would be important in this respect.
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