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The issues of the Meskhetian Turks were raised in the European Parliament 
 
The conference titled “Georgia’s Euro-Integration: The Meskhetian Turks Question as a Benchmark 
for EU Standards Compliance» was organised by the Public Organisation of Meskhetian Turks 
“VATAN”, a member of the Working Group of the Turkic Minorities/Communities (TAG) of the 
Federal Union of European Nationalities (FUEN), hosted by Member of the European Parliament 
(MEP) Ilhan Kyuchyuk (Renew Europe, Bulgaria). 
 
The conference, held at the EP in Brussels on 30 September 2025, addressed the issues faced by the 
Meskhetian Turks in the process of returning to their ancestral homeland in Georgia. 
 
Moderated by Deniz Servantie from the FUEN TAG Secretariat, the conference featured speeches by  
Deputy Chairman of Public Organisation of Meskhetian Turks “VATAN” Fuad Pepinov, Foreign 
Relations Officer of Public Organisation of Meskhetian Turks “VATAN” Ansar Usmanov, FUEN 
Scientific Consultant and Independent International Expert on Minority Rights Dr Zora Popova and 
FUEN Brussels Office Policy Advisor Johan Häggman. 
 
In his opening remarks, MEP Ilhan Kyuchyuk noted that although many minority groups returned to 
their homelands after World War II, this was unfortunately not the case for the Meskhetian Turks, 
adding that the issues of the Meskhetian Turks must be considered in Georgia’s European Union (EU) 
accession process. 
 
VATAN Deputy Chairman Fuad Pepinov indicated that in 1944, Meskhetian Turks living in Georgia 
were exiled to Central Asia by a decree signed by Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, adding that despite the 
end of the war, Meskhetian Turks were unable to return to their homeland due to Georgia’s 
obstruction. Pepinov noted that the national identity of the Meskhetian Turks, who today live in 9 
countries across 3 continents, is still denied by Georgia and that they are defined as ‘‘Georgian 
Muslims’’. He emphasised that Georgia has rejected most of the applications made by the Meskhetian 
Turks under the 2007 repatriation law. Pepinov called for the issues of the Meskhetian Turks to be 
taken into account in Georgia’s EU accession process. 
 
VATAN Foreign Relations Officer Ansar Usmanov said that although the law passed in 2007 
recognised the Meskhetian Turks on paper, it actually functioned as a ‘‘return prevention law’’, and 
therefore the return process, which has been going on for years, has yielded almost no results. 
Usmanov noted that supranational organisations such as the United Nations (UN), the Council of 
Europe and the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) have repeatedly 
confirmed that Georgia has failed to fulfil its obligations, yet Georgia has ignored international 
recommendations and calls. He stated that the Meskhetian Turks should be recognised as victims and 
that their right to citizenship should be guaranteed under the return law.  
 
FUEN Scientific Consultant and Independent International Expert on Minority Rights Dr. Zora 
Popova pointed out that there are other examples similar to the Meskhetian Turks in the Western 
Balkans, indicating that EU accession instruments could be used in the context of minority rights. 
Recalling that Georgia benefits from the EU’s pre-accession funds, Popova noted that political will, 
legal infrastructure and a roadmap supported by EU funding are needed to achieve concrete results. 
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FUEN Brussels Office Policy Advisor Johan Häggman noted that there is no legal basis explicitly 
stating minority rights in the EU treaties, noting that the Lisbon Treaty brought the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights into force but that the scope of the Charter is limited to EU law and does not 
create new competences. He stated that language and minority policies fall within the competence of 
EU Member States and that EU action in these areas is therefore limited. Häggman further added that 
EU support for minorities mostly consists of awareness-raising, small-scale funding and research, 
noting that financial support for minorities would imply political endorsement and that, for this reason, 
communities such as the Meskhetian Turks are in large not supported under EU policy. 
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