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Turkic minorities and communities participated in the 7" annual meeting of the FUEN
Education Working Group

The 7" Annual Meeting of the Federal Union of European Nationalities (FUEN) Education Working
Group was held in the city of Komotini in the Western Thrace region of Greece from 10 to 13
November 2025.

Representatives of the Western Thrace Turks, the Turks of Rhodes and Kos, the Turks of Bulgaria and
the Crimean Tatars participated in the meeting, which was attended by teachers, educators, researchers
and academics from different European countries and focused on the theme of “Minority Schooling
Systems, Turkish Minority Education in Greece, Minority History Teaching”.

FUEN President Olivia Schubert participated in the meeting via video conference and delivered a
welcoming speech. FUEN Education Working Group Coordinator Zora Popova and Thomas Hieber,
lawyer and legal expert for FUEN’s European Citizens’ Initiative titled “Minority Safepack Initiative
(MSPI)”, then delivered introductory remarks on minority rights in education.

In its presentation during the panel session titled “Minority Schooling Systems in Europe”, ABTTF
addressed the status of the Turkish community in Western Thrace in education and the problems it
faces in this area.

Emphasising that the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne guaranteed the Turkish community in Western Thrace
autonomy in education and education in their mother tongue, Turkish, ABTTF noted that Turkish
schools in the Western Thrace region are “autonomous” and therefore have “private school” status and
belong to the Turkish community.

ABTTF indicated that this autonomous structure has been largely dismantled to this day as a result of
laws, regulations and other legislation, as well as arbitrary practices by the state, and that schools
belonging to the Turkish community have been turned into schools managed under state supervision
and control, because the real aim is to eliminate the Turkish school system in the long term.

ABTTF called on Greece to restore the educational autonomy of the Turkish community in Western
Thrace, which was guaranteed by the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne but has been largely dismantled to this
day by legal regulations and arbitrary practices.

During the panel session titled “Fundamental educational problems of the Turkish ethnic group in
Greece” at the meeting, the Rhodes, Kos and the Dodecanese Turks Culture and Solidarity Association
(ROISDER) made a presentation.

ROISDER stated that there are currently 6,000 Turkish citizens living in the Dodecanese Islands,
mainly in Rhodes and Kos, and that when the islands were transferred to Greece in 1947, the Turks in
Rhodes and Kos had their own schools. and that Turkish education had continued in a total of 14
schools until 1972, but that Turkish education on the islands had ended with the closure of all schools
in 1972.



ROISDER emphasised that since then, the right to education in Turkish has not been granted on the
islands, noting that Greece today defines the Turks in Rhodes and Kos as “Greek Muslims”.
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