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Something worth considering
MINORITY POLITICS IS PEACE POLITICS

FUEN is Europe. 

Europe is in motion, and this in many aspects. Europe 
is a place people long to be, a safe haven and a melting 
pot. Europe is in crisis and reveals a fragile architecture. 
But the fact remains, that Europe is reinventing itself 
and  further needs to rediscover itself. And we are, in 
almost  every country in Europe, right in the middle of it.

We are the traditional minorities and ethnic groups. We 
are a product of history, the result of historic events and 
the redrawing of borders. We are also small groups and 
stateless nations. We have never established a state of our 
own, but live on other state territories, and yet we make 
an irreplaceable contribution to a European heritage.

We are a diverse group that has created a community of 
solidarity under the umbrella of FUEN. For over 65 years 
FUEN has represented the interests of minority groups, 
of which there are over 400 groups in all of Europe.  
Almost 100 of these are members. Such a large number 
of people should attract a lot of attention, however, 
they are politically under-represented with insuffiecient 
resources.

We have many plans and a lot to offer!

Europe’s best-kept secret
THE AUTOCHTHONOUS COMMUNITIES –  
OLD-ESTABLISHED  
MINORITIES AND LANGUAGES

Facts and diversity at a glance.

In Europe there are 
more than 400 minority 
communities comprising 
over 100 million people.

This means that almost  
1 in 7 Europeans belong 
to an autochthonous 
minority and/or speaks 
a regional or minority 
language.
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FUEN at a glance
ADVOCATE AND UMBRELLA ORGANISATION 

FUEN represents the interests of the European minorities.

FUEN is the most important advocate and the biggest 
umbrella organisation of the autochthonous, nation-
al minorities in Europe. FUEN unites over 90 member  
organisations from 32 European countries, with new 
members joining every year.

FUEN sees itself as a mutual support community that 
represents the interests of the European minorities on 
a regional, national, and particularly a European level. 
It maintains a large network of policy makers, scien-
tific institutions, cultural and educational institutions, 
youth organisations, media and other associates.

FUEN works for the preservation and promotion of 
identity, language, culture, rights and traditions of the

European minorities. It is the mouthpiece of the minor-
ities in dealing with international organisations, espe-
cially the European Union, the Council of Europe, the 
United Nations and the OSCE.

FUEN is represented in three different locations: The Sec-
retariat-General in Flensburg, in Berlin and in Brussels.

FUEN is headed by a seven-person executive board, led 
by the FUEN president Loránt Vincze.

The MinoritySafePack Initiative – a European Citizens 
Initiative supported by the FUEN and their member or-
ganisations - will attract the attention of the European 
public towards the minorities.

Flensburg / Flensborg

Bundeshaus Berlin

Hanse-Office Brussel / Bruxelles

WWW.M INORITY-SAFEPACK.EU

YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE.
ONE M ILLION  
SIGNATURES FOR 
DIVERSITY IN 
EUROPE

YALNIZ DEĞİL SİN. 
AVRUPA’NIN  ÇEŞİTLİLİĞİ 
İÇİN BİR M İLYON İ M ZA

NISI  SAM(A). 
M ILIJON PODPISOV  ZA 
RAZNOLIKOST EVROPE

ET OLE YKSIN. 
M ILJOONA ALLEKIRJOITUSTA 
 EUROOPAN MONIMUOTOISUU-
DEN PUOLESTA

ТЫ НЕ ОДИН. 
М ИЛЛИОН ПОДПИСЕЙ  ЗА 
М НОГООБРАЗИЕ ЕВРОПЫ

NU EŞTI  SINGUR . 
UN M ILLION OAM ENI  ÎN 
EUROPA PENTRU DIVERSITATE

T U N‘ES PA S SEUL(E). 
NOUS SOMM ES UN M ILLION  
À SIGNER POUR LA DIVERSITÉ 
EN EUROPE

TI N’ES BETG SULET. 
IN M ILLIUN 
 SUT TASCRIPZIUNS PER LA 
DIVERSITAD EN L’EUROPA

NO ESTÁ S S OLO/S OLA. 
UN M ILLÓN DE FIR MAS PARA 
LA DIVERSIDAD EN EUROPA

DU BIST NICHT ALLEIN. 
EINE M ILLION 
 UNTERSCHRIFTEN FÜR DIE 
VIELFALT EUROPAS

NÍL T Ú I  D’AONAR . 
M ILLIÚN SÍNIÚ  AR SON NA 
HÉAGSÚLACHTA SAN EORAIP

NU ESHT SĀ SINGUR . 
UN M ILIUN DI   SEM NĀTURI  TI 
DIVERSITATI  TU EVROPA

NO ESTÀ S S OL . 
UN M ILIÓ DE  SIGNATURES 
PER LA DIVERSITAT A EUROPA

J I J  BEN T NIET ALLEEN. 
EEN MILJOEN  HANDTEKENINGEN 
VOOR DE VERSCHEIDENHEID 
IN EUROPA

DO BIST NET ALLINNE. 
IEN M ILJOEN  
HANTEKENINGEN FOAR IT 
FERSKAAT YN EUROPA

TI NISI  SAM. 
JEDNU M ILION  PODPISOV ZA 
ŠAROLIKOST U EUROPI

NUK JE VETЁM. 
NJЁ M ILION  FIR MA PЁR 
DIVERSITETIN NЁ EUROPЁ

NON ESTÁ S S Ó/S OA. 
UN M ILLÓN DE  FIR MAS PARA 
A DIVERSIDADE EN EUROPA

TЁ NIE JES S ÓM. 
MЁLIÓN  PÒDPISЁNKÓW DLÔ 
BÒKADOSCЁ EÙROPЁ

NEJSI  SÁM. 
M ILION PODPISŮ  ZA 
ROZ MANITOST EVROPY

ΔΕΝ ΕΙΣΑΙ  ΜΟΝΟΣ. 
ΕΝΑ ΕΚΑΤΟΜΜΥΡΙΟ  
ΥΠΟΓΡΑΦΕΣ ΓΙΑ ΤΗΝ 
ΔΙΑΦΟΡΕ ΤΙΚΟΤΗΤΑ ΣΤΗΝ 
ΕΥΡΩΠΗ

DU ER IKKE ALENE. 
EN M ILLION  UNDERSKRIFTER 
FOR MANGFOLDIGHED 
I  EUROPA

TY NJEJSY SAM(A). 
M ILION  PODPISMOW ZA 
M NOHOTNOSĆ EUROPY

N’OUT KET DA-UNAN-P ENN. 
UR M ILLION A  SINADURIOÚ 
EVIT AL LIESSEURTED EN 
EUROPA

NID YDYCH AR BEN EICH HUN. 
UN M ILIWN O  LOFNODION 
AR GYFER AM RYWIAETH YN 
EWROP

T U NE TENÊ YÎ. 
YEK M ÎLYON  NAVÎŞ J I  BO 
CUDAHIYÊ LI  EWROPA

NIE JESTEŚ SAM. 
M ILION PODPISÓW  DLA 
RÓŻNORODNOŚCI  EUROPY

NEM VAGY EGYEDÜL . 
EGYM ILLIÓ  ALÁÍRÁS A 
SOKSZÍNŰ EURÓPÁÉRT

SEN YANGIZ T ÜGÜL SEN. 
BIR M ILYON  QOLBASIWLAR 
AWROPADA M ILLI  RENKLIK 
BOLSUN UÇUN

TY NJEJSY SAM(A). 
M ILION  PÓDPISMOW ZA 
WJELERAKOSĆ EUROPY

NE TE IES NIA SËUL/SËULA. 
N M ILION DE FIR M ES PER LA 
PLURALITÀ

NON SEI  S OLO/S OLA. 
UN M ILIONE  DI  FIR M E PER 
LA DIVERSITÀ IN EUROPA

NE T ‘ÉS NIA SU/S ORA. 
N M ILIUN  DE FIR M ES POR 
LA PLURALITÉ

DÜ BA ST AI  ÅLIINE.  
I INJ  M ILJOON  UNERSCHRAFTE 
FOR EUROPAS MANINGFÜÜLJ

DU BÄ Ä ST NIT ALLEENICH. 
EEN M ILLION  
UNNERSKRIFTEN FOAR JU 
FUULFOALT FON EUROPA
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Political Participation
REPRESENTATION AND DIALOGUE ON EQUAL FOOTING

FUEN is the advocate of minority interests – particularly on a European level

In close cooperation with international organisations, 
states and regions, FUEN endeavours to highlight mi-
nority issues in Europe’s multi-level political system. 
Drawing on its many years of experience and its large 
network, FUEN encourages the relevant stakeholders 
to maintain a sustainable minority policy.

On a European level, FUEN‘s goals include the estab-
lishment of a political representation at the European 
Parliament, comparable with the contact and advisory 
bodies on nation state level.

FUEN has participatory status at the Council of Europe 
and consultative status at the United Nations.

FUEN demands that the Council of Europe’s human 
rights convention, the recommendations of the OSCE 

and the UN conventions 
and political instruments 
are taken seriously and 
updated to meet contem-
porary needs.

Together with the Mem-
bers of the European 
Parliament, FUEN estab-
lished the European Dia-
logue Forum. Its objective 
is to establish a dialogue 
and contact body to deal with minority interests directly 
at the European Parliament and to gain a stronger and 
constructive participation for social change in Europe.

1

THE RIGHT TO 
POLITICAL PARTICIPATION

for the autochthonous, national
minorities in Europe

Brussels / Ljubljana
2009 / 2010

Fundamental Rights
MINORITY RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS 

At home in our region, strong in Europe. 

FUEN was founded in Paris in 1949, the same year as 
the Council of Europe. The core idea was to create a 
federal based Europe of the Regions as an instrument 
for guaranteeing peace. The experiences of two World 
Wars should lead to a reorganisation of Europe as one 
of regions.

In its charter, FUEN affirms its identity and its declared 
belief in the peaceful coexistence of all peoples. The 
Programmatic Declaration of 2013 creates the frame-
work for the necessary legal and support for minorities 
from the Council of Europe and the European Union.

Europe has a self-defined responsibility for the minor-
ities and for linguistic and cultural diversity. This has 
entered a new dimension with the Treaty of Lisbon and 
the European Union Charter of Fundamental Rights.

The legal commitments 
undertaken must also be 
reflected in more tangible 
action with regard to the 
protection and support for 
the minorities.

A collection of concrete 
proposals are already on 
the table in the shape of 
the European Citizens’ In-
itiative Minority SafePack 
(Page 8). 

PROGRAMMATIC DECLARATION AT THE   
2013 FUEN CONGRESS IN BRIXEN 

CHARTA
der autochthonen, nationalen 

Minderheiten / Volksgruppen in Europa

Bautzen / Budyšin
2006

CHARTER
for the autochtonous national 

minorities in Europa

Bautzen / Budyšin
2006



European Citizens’ Initiative 
ONE MILLION SIGNATURES FOR MINORITY ISSUES 

MINORITY SAFEPACK INITIATIVE – has already written history!

FUEN members started a European Citizens’ Initiative, 
which is already the most significant initiative started 
by European minorities in decades. Launched with a 
great deal of euphoria and political support, the pro-
ject was initially rejected by the European Commission 
in September 2013, on the grounds of being outside the 
European Commission’s remit.

After many years (2013 – 2017) of pressure from the Cit-
izens' Committee at the European Court of Justice, the 
European Commission finally approved and registered 
the initiative.

The Minority SafePack, carefully compiled by a team of 
experts, contains several measures and specific legal 
instruments for the support and protection of Europe-
an minorities and regional and minority languages.

9 of the 11 suggested proposals have been registered by  
the EU Commission on the 03.04.2017 and are now  re-
leased for signature collection. 

The Minority SafePack Initiative is thereby the only ini-
tiative that has prevailed in court and has been partial-
ly approved. The campaign goes under the motto – you 
are not alone. One Million Signatures for Diversity in 
Europe.

The initiative addresses the entire EU population and 
will further make symbolic support from all across Eu-
rope possible. Together, it should be possible to suc-
ceed in uniting Europeans in support to strengthen the 
protection of the European cultural and linguistic her-
itage by signing the Initiative.

Give your support by signing the initiative at
www.minority-safepack.eu.

Page 09

YOU ARE  
NOT ALONE.
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European Network
FUEN AS A COMMUNITY OF SOLIDARITY 

The largest umbrella organisation for European minorities is constantly growing. 

FUEN maintains a large network and contacts to the 
European minorities and their organisations, to poli-
cymakers, scientific institutions, youth organisations, 
media, cultural and educational institutions and other 
partners. It supports such projects as the joint project of 
the European minority theatres and the creation of a Eu-
ropean museum network.

FUEN sees itself as a community based on solidarity. The 
situation, needs and challenges faced by the individu-
al minorities in Europe are varied. There are exempla-
ry  models of protection and support for minorities, but 
there are also states that still deny the existence of their 
autochthonous minorities. The European minorities de-
mand more voice and influence in the regions, the na-
tion states and on the European level.

In collaboration with its members, FUEN stages many 
events with a European dimension. Worthy of particular 
mention here are the EUROPEADA – the European Foot-
ball Championship of the Minorities, which will be held  
for the fourth time in 2020 – and the annual meeting of 
the Slavic, Turkic and German minorities.

On the Internet:
Working Group of German Minorities

www.agdm.fuen.org
Working Group of Turkic Minorities

www.tag.fuen.org 
Working Group of Slavic Minorities

www.sm.fuen.org

WORKING GROUP OF SLAVIC MINORITIES

WORKING GROUP OF TURKIC MINORITIES

WORKING GROUP OF GERMAN MINORITIES
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Greece 2015
Komotini / Κομοτηνή / Gümülcine  Western Thrace

Russia 2012
Москва / Moscow

Poland 2016
Wrocław/Breslau 

Belgium 2009
Brussels / Bruxelles

Slovenia 2010
Ljubljana / Laibach

The Netherlands 9. – 13.05.2018
Ljouwert / Leeuwarden 

Austria 2011
Eisenstadt / Zelježno

Romania 17. – 21.05.2017
Kolozsvár / Cluj-Napoca / Klausenburg 

Italy 2013
Brixen, South Tyrol

Germany / Denmark 2014 
Nordschleswig & Sydslesvig

European Network
FUEN CONGRESS 

The largest annual meeting of the European Minorities.

Every year FUEN hosts the congress of European Minori-
ties in different European capitals and regions. The con-
gress is usually attended by around 250 representatives 
of different minorities, where they critically discuss the 
situation of the minorities in a European context.

2016 the FUEN Congress was held in the European Cap-
ital of Culture Wrocław in cooperation with the German 
minority in Poland. The OSCE high commissioner Astrid 
Thors spoke at the opening of the congress, and the mi-
norities in Poland gave a presentation of their current 
situation, while the debate focused on the future of Eu-
rope and the minorities in times of crisis. FUEN present-

ed a successful and positive report and the assembly of 
delegates elected a new executive board.

The 62nd Congress will take place from 17. – 21. May 
2017 in Grand Hotel Napoca in Cluj-Napoca / Kolozsvár 
/ Klausenburg, Romania. It is organized by our member 
organisation RMDSZ (Demokratic Alliance of Hungari-
ans in Romania) in cooperation With other member or-
ganisations from Romania. The FUEN Congress is dedi-
cated towards the successful registration of the Minority 
SafePack Initiative.

We are looking for Member Organisations to organise the 
upcoming FUEN Congresses: 2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023 …
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Map of Minorities &  
the Minority & Regional & Languages  
in Europe

Click on 
map.language-diversity.eu  
and experience our inter-
active map and a lot more 
interesting information.

The folding map shows the linguistic  
and cultural diversity of our continent.  
It shows the minorities that live, and  
the languages spoken, in every  
country in Europe. This interactive  
map enables you to visualise the  
diversity in many different ways.
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Linguistic Diversity
CREATIVE SUPPORT WITH POTENTIAL

“It’s never too late …”: Attractive language promotion and planning with  
Language Diversity. 

Multilingualism and linguistic diversity are fundamen-
tal European values. This is enshrined in Article 22 of 
the European Charter of Fundamental Human Rights, 
“The Union shall respect cultural, religious and lingu-
istic diversity.” The European Charter for Regional or 
Minority Languages guarantees their protection.

The EUROMOSAIC study quantifies the critical th-
reshold for the survival of a language at 300,000 spe-
akers.

One of the largest stateless languages is Catalan, with 
around six million speakers. While the Welsh, Bas-
ques, West Frisians, Bretons and some of the Russian 
peoples, like the Bashkirs and the Chuvash, are above 
the critical language threshold. The great majority of 
regional and minority languages, such as Ladin, Ro-
mansch, Upper and Lower Sorbian, North Frisian and 
Kashubian are below the threshold.

The preservation and promotion of their own langu-
age within the scope of European multilingualism is 
extremely important for every minority. This requires 
attractive language development, long-term language 
planning and reliable language policy.

FUEN puts its trust in joint initiatives for language po-
licy and promotion, and in networking with other sta-
keholders, such as the Network to Promote Linguistic 
Diversity (NPLD).

FUEN promotes creative linguistic diversity and multi-
lingualism through its Language Diversity project and 
Language Diversity Map. “It’s never too late …” is not 
just a campaign motto but also an active encourage-
ment.

It ś never too late ...

monolingualism

is easy to cure!
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Forum of the European Minorities 
MAKE USE OF THE ADDED VALUE OF MINORITIES 

House of Minorities – the point of contact for minority issues in Europe. 

The minorities in Europe – which comprise over 100 
million Europeans – want to help shape the future of 
the continent and contribute to the strengthening of 
European civil society.

The European minorities represent an unrecognised 
potential. Their knowledge and experience are not uti-
lised enough. Although their contribution to linguistic 
and cultural diversity is clearly visible, a fact that is of-
ten overlooked is that minorities also possess skills that 
can contribute to economic and regional development.

In the shape of the House of Minorities, FUEN and its 
partners in the German-Danish border region have 
established a European information and documenta-
tion centre. Before this, there has not been a point of 

contact for minority issues in Europe. The office of the 
House of Minorities has been in use for different events 
and shop window for the ambitious project since 2014. 

With the establishment of a Forum of the European Mi-
norities that includes the European regions in which 
the minorities live, FUEN wants to reach out in a new 
direction, which will emphasise the social and political 
importance of the minorities.

After a first meeting on the occasion of the EUROPEADA 
2016 in South Tyrol, East Belgium with the support of 
the Government of the German-speaking Community  
will perform as the 2017 Forum host.

Kontor

CAMP SCHLESWIG –
EIN EUROPÄISCHES  
FRIEDENSPROJEKT

www.house-of-minorities.org

„NICHT NUR EIN HAUS –  
EINE EUROPÄISCHE  
ADRESSE IM DEUTSCH-  
DÄNISCHEN  
GRENZLAND“
Tätigkeitsbericht des INTERREG4A-Projekt 2013 – 2015

www.house-of-minorities.org

TÄTIGKEITSBERICHT
DAS EUROPÄISCHE 
INFORMATIONS- UND 
DOKUMENTATIONSZENTRUM 
„HAUS DER MINDERHEITEN“ 
ALS TEIL DER BÜRGER-
BEGEGNUNGSSTÄTTE 
FLENSBORGHUS

www.house-of-minorities.org
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Minorities Help Minorities
LEARNING FROM ONE ANOTHER

Specific projects as social added value. 

Minorities can learn from other minorities and their ex-
perience can help others to improve their life conditions 
and make a valuable contribution to solving problems. 
Through dialogue and exchange of ideas and experi-
ences, minorities also contribute to strengthening com-
mitment to civil society. Members of minorities have 
been proven to possess a special social and intercul-
tural expertise that qualifies them to act as mediators. 

We would like to draw attention to one particular ex-
ample: with its project “Solidarity with the Roma”, 
FUEN has been supporting Roma, many of whom live 
under inhumane conditions. As the largest umbrella 
organisation of the minorities in Europe, it can use the 

experiences of its members to improve the inclusion of 
the Roma in all areas of public and political life. The 
idea is to show a new way for these ten to twelve mil-
lion people with European citizenship to gain more ac-
ceptance and understanding. 

This aspired solidarity between minorities is not just 
relevant with regard to the Roma population. It en-
hances the status of all minorities and how they are 
perceived by the majority population. If the solidarity 
of the minorities can contribute to solving a current 
problem then this is proof that minorities embody an 
added value for society as a whole. 
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Make use of the minorities’ expertise 
CONFLICT PREVENTION AND CONFLICT RESOLUTION

Minority politics is peace politics.  

In the history of Europe, crises and conflicts are often 
associated with the coexistence of different peoples, 
and often also with minorities. Many of the over 90 
FUEN member organisations have been and still are 
being affected by the most recent conflicts in Europe. 
FUEN promotes a peaceful coexistence in Europe, 
and demonstrates how in many European regions mi-
norities have been committed to this for decades, in a 
peaceful and future-oriented way. Minority politics is 
peace politics.

FUEN works beforehand in order to reinforce minority 
communities in regional engagement, using European 
initiatives and thereby avoid conflicts. We rely on dia-
logue and social participation. 

One of the three priorities of the OSCE chairmanship, to 
which FUEN feels committed, is the subject of national 
minorities. Following up on Germany’s foreign minis-
ter Steinmeier’s statement, that “we also want to use 

your expertise for our foreign policy”, FUEN wants to 
bring in the experience and knowledge of the minori-
ties for conflict resolution and prevention. 

Projects such as Minorities in Caucasus and Minorities 
in Western Balkans, which have been in progress since 
2016, serve this purpose.

Federal Union of European Nationalities
Flensburg / Flensborg · Berlin · Brussel / Bruxelles
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EUROPEADA 
EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP
OF THE AUTOCHTONOUS MINORITIES

Football festival of languages and cultures.

Sport and games bring people together – and attract 
attention.

After being hosted by the Romansh people of Grisons 
in 2008 and the Lusatian Sorbs in 2012, the EUROPE-
ADA, the 2016 European football championship of the 
autochthonous, national minorities, was held from 18 
to 26 June 2016 in South Tyrol. During the same time as 
the UEFA Euro in France, twenty-four teams were com-
peting for the EUROPEADA title in the Puster and Val 
Badia/Gadertal valleys, an increase from 19 teams who 

participated at the previous 
championship.

The tournament was organised by FUEN, and hosted 
by the Ladins and the German-speaking South Ty-
roleans.  A great difference to the UEFA EURO is that 
2016 marks the first women’s competition. Similar to 
the male counterparts, the women’s teams are entirely 
made up of members from minorities and participate in 
a sporty and fair competition against each other.

The EUROPEADA is a meeting of living diversity of the 
long-established minorities – and that is what makes 
this European football tournament a special major 
sporting event. A key component of the EUROPEADA is 
a culture day, where the individual minorities present 
themselves and exchange ideas and experiences.

The call for expressions of hosting the EUROPEADA 
2020 has already been made. Two applicants have 
shown their interest in May 2017, the Danish-German 
border region and the Carinthian Slovenes. Both re-
gions unite the European enthusiasm and the 100th 
anniversary of their respective border demarcation.

www.europeada.eu

Seite 25

EUROPEADA 2020

FUSSBALLEUROPAMEISTERSCHAFT DER AUTOCHTHONEN  
NATIONALEN MINDERHEITEN

FODBOLD EUROPAMESTERSKABET FOR DE AUTOKTONE  
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NATSJONÅÅLE MANERHÄIDE

EVROPSKO NOGOMETNO PRVENSTVO AVTOHTONIH NARODNIH MANJŠIN

FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP OF THE AUTOCHTHONOUS NATIONAL MINORITIES IN EUROPE
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